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opportunities, and networking regional parks and trails throughout Greater Minnesota.opportunities, and networking regional parks and trails throughout Greater Minnesota.   

 

The Greater MN Regional Parks & Trails Coalition came together as a group that will speak 

with one clear voice for the needs of regional parks and trails throughout Greater Minnesota. 

 

Our Coalition has offered substantial support and assistance to the U of M and MN/DNR on 

the “10 year Strategy/25 year Framework project,” and has been integrally involved in the 

process having five members of the Greater Minnesota Regional Parks & Trails Coalition 

chosen to be on the steering committee in order to gain public input on how the Park & Trail 

Legacy Funding should be spent. 

 
According to the U of M inventory In Greater Minnesota there are currently: 

 

One Hundred Twenty-Eight Regional Parks Totaling 41,474 acres  

Administered by Greater Minnesota Cities & Counties    

 

Thirty-Five Regional Trails Totaling 489 Miles  

Administered by Greater Minnesota Cities and Counties 

 

With 67% of all outdoor recreation hours happening within 30 minutes of your home, Greater 

Minnesota helps fill out the State’s Outdoor Recreation System needs by providing close-to-

home nature opportunities in regional parks and on regional trails. 
 

Park and Trail Legacy funding distribution for 2010: 
Met Council - 42% 

DNR - 42% 
Statewide Regional Park Grant Program - 5.7% 
Statewide Regional Trail Grant Program - 5.7% 

 
Greater MN Regional Parks & Trails were awarded $3.5 million through the Statewide 
Park & Trail Grant Program in 2010 while grant requests totaled $18.9 million 
 
We would like the Legislature to recognize the role that Greater MN fills in acquiring,         
developing and maintaining regional parks and trails and set aside 33% from the PARK & 
TRAIL FUND for each of the three entities: Greater MN Regional Parks & Trails, State Parks, 
and Metro Parks.  Greater MN would use its share for capital acquisition, development and 
restoration of regional parks & trails in Greater MN. 
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